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Concord School uses technology effectively to support the learning needs of 
students. We have electronic whiteboards in each room and incorporate the use of 
notebooks, netbooks and iPads throughout the school as developmentally 
appropriate to the different skill levels and ages of students. We also have the 
MILE room, radio station and film studio in the Discovery Centre to further engage 
learners. A challenge for all schools is to remain cybersafe as students 
communicate through the use of phones and social media. Our school has 
developed a sequential, developmentally-appropriate eSmart curriculum and was 
the first special school in Australia to achieve eSmart status. 
 
It was very pleasing earlier this week to receive a transcript of the speech Jenny Macklin MP made in the 
House of Representatives on 23rd February while supporting the Enhancing Online Safety for Children Bill 
2014 in which she discusses our school. The relevant pages of this speech can be found at the back of this 
newsletter. Congratulations to Pam Wright and all staff who have been involved in the promotion of eSmart 
within our school. 
 
Welcome BBQ at Watsonia Campus – 13th March 
Please note that the Welcome BBQ will now be held on Friday, 13th March and not the 20th as was 
previously advised. 
 
Visitors from Malaysia 
At Concord School, we frequently have visitors from other countries touring our school to learn how we meet 
the learning needs of our students. In recent years we have hosted visitors from Singapore, China and 
Brazil. On Tuesday, 17th March, it will be an honour to host 32 students, Principals and Education 
Department representatives from Malaysia from 1.30-3.30pm. These visits also provide a great opportunity 
for our school to learn how Special Schools operate in other countries and to see if there are any strategies 
we can incorporate to improve the structures within our school and the learning of our students. 
 

 
Presentation Ball 
The Concord School Presentation Ball is a highlight of each student’s schooling. This annual event for Year 
12 students will be held at the Plenty Ranges Arts and Convention Centre on Friday 14th August, 2014. Last 
year’s event was hugely successful as usual and I encourage all Year 12 students and their families to 
become involved. 
  

 

concord.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au 
www.concordsch.vic.edu.au  
 

411 Grimshaw Street, 
Bundoora 3083   
 
PO Box No. 90  
Bundoora 3083  
 

Bundoora Campus: 
T (03) 9467 3972    
F (03) 9467 8018  
 

Watsonia Campus:  
T (03) 9432 7978    
F (03) 9432 4593 

 

Concord School 
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If you require information about 
Concord School at any time 
then please visit our 
comprehensive website at 
www.concordsch.vic.edu.au.  
To view ‘special events’ you will 
need a user name and 
password.  Please contact the 
office for this information. 
 

 
Official School 
Facebook Page 

 

To be kept directly informed of 
student learning and school 
news, please LIKE us on 
facebook through the link 
facebook.com/
concordschoolvictoria 
  

Coming Events for 2015 

Date Event 

Monday 9th March 2015 Labour Day Holiday  -  students not required at school 

Friday 13th March 2015 Welcome BBQ at Watsonia Campus 

Friday 27th March 2015  Whole school assembly  -  Bundoora campus gym @ 9.15am 

Friday 27th March 2015 Last day of term 1 -  2.30pm dismissal 

Centrelink Officer   
Meeting Families/Carers At Centrelink Greensborough 

 

Centrelink will meet with Families/Carers of Concord School Students at their Office, 16-20 Grimshaw 
Street Greensborough on  

Wednesday 18th March 2015 at 11.00am.   
Please contact Concord School on 9467 3972 to make an appointment. 

Centrelink staff will help with any queries/forms or any questions needing to be answered. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Concord-School/129472853774662


Personal Possessions Brought to School 
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and 
visitors. This can include mobile phones, electronic games, calculators, 
toys, musical instruments, sporting equipment and cars parked on 
school premises.   
The DEECD does not hold insurance for personal property brought to 
schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such 
property. Staff and students are discouraged from bringing any 
unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.   
 
Medication at School 
For the safety of students, it is important that the correct procedures 
are followed regarding the administration of medication to students. 
Parents/carers are requested to read the following information 
carefully: 
 

Concord School staff will NOT administer medication unless it is sent to 
school in the original packaging. The medication must be supported 
by specific written instruction from the medical practitioner or 
pharmacist including the name of the student, dosage and time to be 
administered (original medications bottle or container should provide 
this information). 
   

Principal’s Award 
The Principal’s Award goes to Tenesha.   
   
Tenesha is SKL’s class leader and is part of Concord School’s choir 
and dance group. One of Tenesha’s best attributes is her ability to look 
out for her peers; continually cheering on her classmates and always 
including others in the yard.  In Tenesha’s second year in Secondary 7-
8, she is continuing to mature into a grounded and friendly teenager, 
and as a result her confidence is further blossoming.   
 
We are proud of Tenesha’s role as a peer mentor and leader in the 
Secondary 7-8 area and look forward to all that she will accomplish this 
year!  
 
Congratulations Tenesha, you are a worthy recipient of the Principals’ 
Award! 
 

“Students striving to be the best they can be!” 
  

Jason Coningsby 
Principal  
   

 Assistant Principals’ Report  
Regular attendance at school is an important part of every student’s 
success and is necessary in order to gain the greatest benefit from the 
learning opportunities offered at Concord School. Students who are 
frequently absent from school 
miss class based learning, direct 
instruction, regular contact with 
their teachers and socialisation 
opportunities with their peers.  
 
Students are expected to:  
 

 attend school at all times 
when the school is open 
for instruction  

 arrive on time to school and to every class  
 
 

 provide a written explanation from their parents/carers to their 
teachers when they have been absent from school  

 

 remain on the school premises during school time unless they 
have the permission to leave from both the school and their 

parents/carers  
 

 work cooperatively with the school to develop personal 
attendance improvement goals and strategies when their 
attendance has been inconsistent. 

 

Did you know?  
 

 Missing one day of school each week adds up to 2 months 
missed over a year.  

 

 Each day absent in school has an impact on literacy and 
numeracy skills.  

 

 Poor attendance may be associated with future unemployment, 
criminal activity, substance abuse, and poorer health and life 
expectancy.  

 

What can you do?  
 

 Talk about the importance of showing up to school every day, 
make that the expectation. Regular attendance at school sets 
up good behaviours for regular attendance at work.  

 

 Help your teenager maintain daily routines and get a good 
night’s sleep. On average, teenagers need 8-9 hours sleep to 
be healthy and alert. You should also monitor their use of the 
Internet, mobile phone and TV at night to ensure they are not 
staying up too late or being disturbed while sleeping.  

 

 Try not to schedule hair, dental or medical appointments during 
school hours.  

 

 Don’t let your teenager stay home unless genuinely sick. 

Complaints of headaches or stomach aches may be signs of 

anxiety. 

 

 
 
Kirrily Lamers, Colin Simpson and Kath Moore 
Assistant Principals 
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Family and Friends Association 
 

 

Hot Cross Buns:  Order forms have gone home with orders due back at school on 13 March.  Delivery will be in last week of Term 1. 
 
Entertainment Books:  More information will be sent home when available. 
 
Mother’s Day Raffle:  Donations of new items are being sought to assist with our Mother’s Day Raffle and would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated funds to FFA fundraisers – your contributions are greatly valued. 
 
Next meeting is being held on Monday 16th March at 1.30pm in the Conference Room at the Grimshaw Campus.   
 
New members are always welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Gibb 
Secretary 
Family and Friends Association 

 

 

Rest In Peace Bruno Schipano 
 
Staff members at Concord school were very saddened when they heard the news that one of our past students  
Bruno Schipano recently passed away suddenly at the age of 31. 
 
Bruno will be sadly missed by his family especially his father Domenic and his sister Elizabeth.  
He will also be missed by the many close friends he made while he was a student at Concord School.  

 

Kitchen Garden at Concord School 
 

 

This week, students have started harvesting some of the vegetables from the school garden and used them to make  
their dishes.  
  
Many students at Concord school have mentioned they have a vegetable patch at home. We would love a photo  
of your vegetable patch to put in our Food Technology room. 
  
Jane Stacey 
Food Technology 
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